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PREFACE. 



In publishing the following aermon, it may be proper to state 
that its design is one connected principally with the Chapel as 
such, and the purposes for which that Chapel will be used. 
This will indeed at present be our only place of worship, but 
when the larger edifice, the foundations of which are now laid, 
shall have been completed, and our regular Sabbath services 
sbaU be held there, we believe that still some of the happiest 
associations will he connected with this place and many excel- 
lent and holy influences go forth from it. We consider the 
Chapel an important and essential part of the church. 

In this discourse, ajid especially in the letter therein contain- 
ed, may be found the principles upon which the church itself 
was originally formed, and in the establishing of which all its 
members have been harmoniously united. 

It will be seen that certaiu social relations are recognized, 
and that it is a leading aim to bring about a greater sympathy 
and interest on the part of the whole congregation. The vari- 
ous members of the society have opportunity to express their 
views and offer their counsel at the more friendly religious 
meetings, and such meetings are held weekly both at the 
Chapel and at the houses of the members. Our religious ser- 
vices on the Sabbath are connected with responses in which 
the whole society take part The singing is conducted wholly 
by the congregation, and in this interesting part of Divine • 
worship all are invited to uiute. 



(RECAP) 
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IV 



Our Sunday School embraces those of every age, from those 
in childhood to those in the full maturity of years. There are 
classes for the study of the Scriptures, and classes for mutual 
reUgious improvement. 

In regard to the religious truth to be here inculcated, it need 
only be stated that while we believe in the supremacy of the 
Father we also believe iu the Son as the promised Messiah, the 
IHvine Messenger, the appointed Kedeemer of men. We look 
upon the Scriptures as containing a special Revelation fiom 
God, to instruct us in duty and to lead us in the way of eternal 
life. 

Those who have left other places of worship to aid in estab- 
lishing this new church, feel still united by ties of Christian 
affection to the various societies with which they were formerly 
connected, and in uniting themselves together for the promo- 
tion of Christian truth, they would ever pray that God's best 
blessing may rest upon all in whose hearts that truth is cher- 
ished, and by whom it is promulgated. 



TO THE UEUBEX8 



Ojnrcl) of t\}t Saotonr, 



ISCOUaSE WAS WRITTEN, 
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DISCOrBSB. 



"TBS CHILtHtlM C 



Under the Jewish dispensation the tabernacle and 
the temple were dedicated with solemn services to 
the Most High. It was with the people of Israel a 
season of gladness. Deep and holy sentiments were 
awakened. Thoughts of the Eternal and Divine filled 
the soul. The God of their fathers had watched over 
them through days of peril, and the house which their 
hands had builded was an expression of faith and love. 
Though centuries have rolled away since the gates 
of that great temple were opened, the same spirit of 
reverence and love yet live ; those marble arches and 
that gilded dome have ages ago crumbled into dust ; 
but the soul still looks to the Infinite with fresh 
emotions of affection, and bows down before him in 
adoration and awe. One generation has praised his 
works to another, and declared his mighty acta. The 
spirit of worship has never been extinguished. There 
is that within the soul itself which binds it to its Maker, 
and which leads it by a spiritual instinct to erect tem- 
ples to his glory. 
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In this spirit of veneration, and faith, and love, we 
have laid the foundations of this edifice, and would 
now consecrate it to God. To the worship of the 
infinite and universal Father, may it forever be set 
apart. To Him whose majesty is seen through vast 
creation, whose divine presence is ever around us, and 
whose perfect will should be the law of our lives, we 
dedicate these walls. From this place may the prayers 
of devout hearts long ascend, and the swelling notes 
of melodious praise float like incense to heaven. 

Yet not alone to the Father do we dedicate this 
place, but to that Son whom he appointed to be the 
light and saviour of the world. To him who was sent 
by Jehovah to be the way, the truth, and the life, we 
dedicate this house. To Christ and him crucified may 
it forever be set apart. For the diffusion of his spirit 
and the establishing of his everlasting Gospel, may 
those who here worship ever be willing to devote their 
best powers. To Him who is the brightest pattern of 
ideal excellence, the perfect messenger of the divine 
will, the appointed mediator between heaven and earth, 
may we ever look as to our spiritual Head ; may this 
place be tenderly and constantly associated with him. 

As through all ages and among all people there have 
been temples consecrated to God, so from the earUest 
periods of Christianity the followers of Jesus have 
had places appropriated to Divine service. Wherever 
any number of persons have acknowledged faith in 
Christ, there have been places for public worship and 
for extending the knowledge of the Son of God. 
When Christ appeared, after his resurrection, it was 
when the disciples had assembled on the first day of 
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the week. How often Id the Scriptures do we read of 
the disciples being with one accord in one place, and 
the great Founder of Christianity pronounced his bless- 
ing upon all who should thus meet, when he declared 
that where two or three were gathered together in 
his name, there would he be in the midst of them. 

Thus did the primitive Christians assemble to wor- 
ship and exhort. And when persecution was around 
them, rather than forsake the assembling of themselres 
together, they would take refuge among the hills ; or, 
under ground, in the receptacles of the dead, amid 
the silent and dark retreats of the catacombs, they 
would strengthen each other in constancy to Christ, 
and mingle together their prayer and their praise. 

In the same spirit the followers of Jesus have ever 
sought to unite for worship ; iind though they could 
serve him in the dusty walks of Ufe, though they could 
prove their allegiance by their general fidehty, yet it 
was also their joy to meet together in quietness to 
meditate and to pray. 

It is interesting to look and see, extending from age 
to age, the followers of Jesus meeting thus in love and 
faith ; so that from the sermon on the Mount to this 
time, the truth of the Lord has been flowing from 
heart to heart and the melody of Christian hymns has 
come down as in one unbroken choral chant ; a strain, 
which from generation to generation will be taken up 
and carried on to remotest time. 

From how many lips has the truth of Jesus been 
uttered ! Now by apostles and martyrs, and now by 
reformers and saints, — ever thrilling and purifying 
and elevating the soul; now breathing in the ten- 
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der accents of John, and now glowing through the 
burning eloquence of Paul; now expressed by the 
gentle Melancthon, and now bursting forth in the fierce 
heroism of Luther and Knox; now exemplified by 
OberUn among the rude dwellers upon the mountains, 
and now by Fenelon amid a luxurious and licentious 
court ; now proclaimed by Wesley to the laborers of 
England, and now by MassUlon in the palaces of kings ; 
always having freshness because based on eternal 
truth, uttered not as the supposition of man, but the 
revelation of God ; appealing to human sympathiea 
and satisfying immortal wants ; presented not as an 
abstraction, but as embodied in and exemplified by 
Jesus ; melting the sinful by its offers of pardon, and 
inspiring the weak by its promises of grace. The 
preacher has been but the feeble instrument of the Di- 
vine word ; but that word came by the Son of God, 
and had therefore an inherent energy and power. It 
was the truth of heaven, illustrated by the life of 
Christ, and sealed by his blood. It was established by 
the visible power of Jehovah, and made in every way 
adequate to the sublime purpose for which it was sent. 
To bear testimony to the truth of this Revelation, 
the disciples of Jesus, according to the varied circum- 
stances in which they have been placed, have ever 
been faithful ; now amid the hills of Palestine, and now 
upon the mountain-clifis of Scotland and the icy pin- 
nacles of the Alps ; now in caves and in catacombs, 
and now under the open sky, or in edifices erected for 
worship and consecrated to Christ. It has not been 
the PLACE which was most regarded, but the spirit ; 
not the TEMPLE, but the truth. 
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They knew that that truth was of infinite worth, 
whether proclaimed under the moat spacious roof or in 
caverns sprinkled with the ashes of the dead. And it 
was the truth for which they labored, and for which 
they were willing to suiFer and to die. Not by cluster- 
ing pillars of chiseled stone, or in windows glowing 
with pictured forms, can we best show forth our grati- 
tude and love, but by devoted hves, by humility of heart, 
by purity of mind, by uprightness of conduct, by an 
indwelling faith, by spirituality of character. " God ia 
a spirit : and they that worship him, must worship him 
in spirit and in truth." 

Still with advancing civilization and the increase of 
improved taste, we may combine with the living spirit 
of Christianity such outward forms as may be in 
harmony with the principles of religion. Thus by the 
simple beauty of this edifice may we be reminded of 
the inimitable lovehness of truth, and by its enduring 
strength may we see symbolized an abiding faith ; 
and may all that meets the eye have a tendency to 
lead us nearer to God and make us realize more 
truly the higher wants of the soul. 

The naturalness and propriety of public worship 
consists in this, that we have been created social and 
religious beings. We were created to be religious, 
and should cultivate the sentiment of veneration and 
love to Jesus and to God. We were created to be 
social, and should cultivate regard and afiection for 
one another. To the cultivation of these two princi- 
ples we would dedicate this house. 

For the present this will be our only place of public 
worship. But as we come here from week to week we 
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idiall see the progress of a more commodious sanc- 
tuary for our Sabbath services. Until that edifice is 
completed we shall assemble arouod this altar. Here 
may we enjoy many hours of holy communion, and 
become bound together by stronger spiritual ties. 

' But to what purpose,' it may be asked, ' will this 
Chapel be appropriated when the- larger edifice is 
completed ? ' — We have said that Christianity appeals 
to man as a social and religious being ; and on this 
account we believe that it is not only proper that 
Christians should assemble for the stated services of the 
Sabbath, but that there should be other opportunities 
for religious improvement, where we may meet for 
spiritual communion, and counsel and prayer. And 
to this sacred purpose we dedicate this place. 

In the regular services of the Lord's day there seems 
a peculiar propriety that one wholly devoted to thQ. 
Christian ministry should officiate. That one ac- 
quainted with the wants of the congregation and their 
individual trials and temptations, joys and sorrows^ 
should lead in the public solemnities, and that be 
should bring to them the fruits of calm and earnest 
thought, of serious investigation and of humble prayer. 
But this we do not consider enough. Religion is an 
individual matter, to be understood and cherished alike 
by all. Neither the privilege of acknowledging its 
hallowed influence, or speaking of its divine power, 
can properly be monopolized by one. Christian holi- 
ness should have its home in every soul and should 
find a willing advocate in every believer. Besides 
this, in these days of extended intelligence, there are 
many minds in every religious society fully competrail 
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to take an active part in religious dtscuseion. Minds 
that have eptered into the study of Christianity and 
observed cUsely . its application to human nature and 
to human life. Religion must always be deprived of 
much of its real power if it is cut off from the support 
of such minds,' and it must ever acquire new efficiency 
in proportion as it receives the aid of such instrumen- 
tality ; besides, with the increasing spirit of religious 
inquiry, there is a demand for a more full expression of 
religious sentiment, and this not nierety from a few 
Btudious minds, but from those engaged in the various 
avocations and active duties of life. Never will the 
claims of religion appear more convincing than when 
presented by those who have been guided by its prin- 
ciples in the perplexities of business. Never will its 
truths s^em more beautiful than when uttered by the 
fresh and vigorous feehngs of youth. Never will its 
promises be more encouraging, than when presented 
by those who have just experienced affliction and de- 
rived from it rich consolation. We dedicate this 
Chapel then to the spirit of mutual improvement To 
promote this is one of the great purposes of our church. 
A purpose we would cherish not as a vague impulse, 
but as a Christian principle. In addition to the regu- 
lar services of the Lord's day, we shall frequently 
assemble as a band of Christian brothers and friends to 
encourage and strengthen each other. Here we will 
often meet to consider our trial, and duties, and wants. 
The social feelings are but inadequately met by 
the formal services of the sanctuary. There are rea- 
sons why, to a considerable degree, this must continue 
to be so, and yet no one can deny that Christianity 
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appeals to our social nature and that mutual good-will 
and Christian affection are of vital importance to the 
well-being of a church and the existence of spiritual 
life. Yet in bow many places of worship fellow- 
disciples assemble together, and even meet at the 
Lord's table, and care as little for each other as if tbey 
lived in different worlds. 

We would dedicate this place to the cultivation of 
Christian kindness and affection. The coals upon the 
altar if kept separate will die out, if brought together 
they will kindle into a flame. The Christian charac- 
ter must be manifest not simply through the under- 
standing, but the affections. The Church of Christ 
should not consist of a body of mere strangers, utterly 
regardless of each other, with no words of friendly 
encouragement and no manifestation of Christian 
regard. With such a character it would be almost 
worthless. With such a cold and speculative existence 
it might indeed linger for a while, but would sink, 
finally, only to gain the pity or derision of the world. 
God grant that this place may ever tend to enkindle 
feelings of mutual sympathy and Christian affection. 

The religion of Christ is by no means limited to 
time and place. It takes in not one day of the week 
only, but seven days. It embraces life. It is like a 
perpetual and pervading presence. It should enter 
every pursuit, following us to our places of business 
and into our homes. The church is not- insulated 
from other things, but should be intimately connected 
with all, to sanctify and spiritualize. We would come 
to this place, from every care and anxiety, that, un- 
clouded by the dust of the world, we may behold 
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clearer views of heaven ; we would come here to 
reflect upon practical truths and duties, that we may 
discern more profoundly the eternal principles of 
goodness and justice enlighteuiug our minds, kindling 
our affections, quickening our consciences ; that we 
may then go forth with redoubled energy to the great 
conflict of Life. We consecrate this place to this 
sacred purpose, that we may come up here not simply 
to meditate, but to strengthen ourselves for the strug- 
gles, and trials, aud temptations which we shall else- 
where be called to encounter. 

The world has its corroding sins and self-intlicted 
calamities. Intemperance and Slavery and War are an 
iniquity and a curse. Here may active benevolence 
and self-sacrificing philanthrophy gather strength. 
Here may Sobriety and Freedom and Peace find 
constant encouragement. As the followers of Jesus 
we consecrate this place to the spirit of enlightened 
and universal Humanity. 

It is now one year since this society was organized. 
From the beginning our number has been competed 
of representatives from many churches. With remark- 
able variety of thought and feeling we have been 
bound together by strong affinities, and all our inter- 
course has been of unmingled harmony and increasing 
interest. The first sermon was preached by the pre- 
sent pastor, and the communion administered, March 
2nd, 1845, when between 80 and 90 communicants 
were present. The first social meeting took place on 
the evening of the 20th of March. On Sunday, March 
23d, the society organized itself into a brancfc of the 
Benevolent Fraternity of Churches. On April 6th 
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the Sunday School waa opened wkh eleren teachers 
aod twenty-five pupils.' Thp first chnrch meeting 
took place at the house of the pastor, Apdl 22d, at 
which sixty-two cooimunicantB were present. Sipce 
our commencement as a society, but one of our nunir. 
ber has been removed by death ; who, after the vofi^ 
cheerful resignation and Christian trust, departed in 
joy to her heavenly home. 

As not a few have united with 'tis since our society 
was organized, I know not how I can better convey 
to them the principles upon which this church was 
established, than in the words of the letter which first 
called me to this place.* 

" Having recently come together to compare our 
religious views and feehngs, and consult upon our 
common duties and welfare, the result of our deUbera- 
tions has been great unanimity of sentiment upon 
religious subjects and a deep conviction that our own 
spiritual needs and the good of the community in 
which we reside, demand of us united action. We 
have accordingly agreed to unite together for the 
purpose of forming a new Christian church, and have 
taken the necessary legal steps to organize ourselves 
as a corporation under the name and style of ' the 
Church of the Saviour. ' 

Our object is not to promulgate any new or pecu- 
liar doctrines, but rather, by the exhibition of an hum- 
ble, free, earnest and yet consistent spirit, to impart 
such characteristics to our religious services and other 

" This letlar wu dated FebniBrj, I8«. 
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matters connected with the church, as shall render 
them practically useful to ourselves and the church. 

We do not mean by this to deny the importance of 
religious doctrines, or to express any unwiUiogoess to 
hear them preached from the pulpit, but only to declare 
that our main design is not sectarian, or the mainte- 
nance of pecuhar rehgious tenets. 

We wish to give greater prominence and eflect to 
acknowledged Christian truth and precept. We desire 
act BO much to seek after new and doubtful views as 
to apply old and established ones to the heart and 
conscience in all the spheres and transactions of life. 
Spiritual Ufe is our chief aim. ' Wo would infuse new 
vigor ibto the services of the sanctuary, and call upon 
the congregation to join in the prayers, responses, 
psalms and singing, and so make them to feel that we 
are to act as well as to be acted upon. We would 
therefore nse forms, biit with such variety and freedom 
as to avoid formality. 

We desire particularly to bring about a greater 
degree of sympathy and interest in each other than is 
usual in our congregations ; and would therefore en- 
courage frequent meetings for conversation and friend- 
ly intercourse. We would have a special care of the 
young, and desire to see them gathered into a Sunday 
School and to enjoy occasionally appropriate instruct- 
ion from their pastor. For our own spiritual benefit, 
as well. as for that of others, we would wish to have 
special and stated meetings for devotional exercises 
and the. expression of religious sentiment. Such meet- 
ings, if the zeal which is apt to abound in them be 
tempered with moderation, may be made highly use- 
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fill. Id short we wish to learn to practice Chrifitianity, 

and to hare its blessed spirit infused into all the 
thoughts and actions of our daily life. 

With regard to preaching we have nothing further 
to say than that wc desire it to be sound, earnest, 
practical and pungent ; to feel its power, rather than 
to perceive its beauty ; to be made good by it, rather 
than to be made satisfied with it. 

We have founded our church upon Christ, the 
Saviour, the author and founder of Christianity, the 
Divine teacher and messenger especially sent from 
God, on an errand of truth and mercy, and endowed 
by him with special powers and authority for this 
purpose. On this Rock we intend to build. We have 
our own belief upon all subjects connected with his 
truth and mission ; but we maintain no written creed, 
except the Bible, containing the Old and New Testa- 
ments, and we desire to have Christian fellowship with 
all men who admit its authenticity and acknowledge its 
binding authority." 

Such were the noble and Christian principles upon 
which this society was commenced ; such are the prin- 
ciples to which it has constantly adhered, and to 
such I trust it will be faithful while one stone of this 
edifice remains upon another. To the perfect devel- 
opment of these principles we dedicate this place. 

To that statement the reply was in part as follows : 

" The exposition you have made of your views 

meets my hearty approval. To establish such a 

church, on such a foundation, I will willingly devote 

whatever powers God has given me. 
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1 can coDceire of nothing more holy on earth than 
a band of Christian worshippers united in love, labor- 
ing for the good of man and each other, looking to the 
Scnptures as the guide of life, and to Jesus as the 
Author and Finisher of their faith. 

i shall rejoice to unite with you in establishing a 
society which shall be characterized by mutual affec- 
tion, extended benevolence, and sincere piety. It 
shall be my prayer to God that this may be our 
abiding wish, and finally our accompUshed end." 

The feelings 1 then expressed remain the same, and 
that prayer to God I would still offer. One year we 
have labored together, and all that has been done has 
been crowned with abundant success. 

A Service Book, with responses for general use, 
has been carefully prepared and will from henceforth 
be used by us. Our Sunday School, commencing with 
thirty-six, now numbers one hundred and fifty — with 
several .large Bible classes and one interesting class of 
gentlemen for mutual improvement. Our services 
have been well attended and numbers have been 
added to our communion. Our evening meetings 
have been constantly sustained with abundant and 
excellent expressions of thought and feeling. Our 
teachers* meetings have averaged in attendance from 
forty to fifty, and the questions proposed have elicited 
most interesting debates. Our Tuesday evening meet- 
ings have been held every week, with the feeling that 
the evening was too short and never too long ; and 
those interested in the singing have met frequently for 
the practice of sacred music ; and that congregational 
3 
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singing, which we cherish as an important feature of 
our service, we still enjoy, and would invite all who 
can to give their aid to complete and perfect it. Nearly 
three hundred dollars was some time since generously 
subscribed by our members for a Parish Library, to be 
open for the advantage of all. And now this appro- 
priate place of worship opens its doors to receive UB 
as our home ; while yonder are the ascending walb of 
a yet larger structure, where we may carry out more 
fully our plans. 

Such have been the results of the past year and such 
are our prospects aud hopes in regard to the future. 
To (his house of worship those who are now young 
may come in the full maturity of years. Here, ( long 
after we have left this world,) our children and our 
children's children, through many generations, may 
meet for prayer. May this place be hallowed among 
the dwellings of men. Forever sacred be the influen- 
ces which shall go forth from it. 

We dedicate it to tiie one living and true God ; to 
Jesus, the sanctifier and saviour of the world ; the 
anointed, the suffering, the crucified, the risen Re- 
deemer; to the Holy Spirit, the purifier and quick- 
ener of the souls of men ; to the truths- of the 
Gospel revealed from heaven and instinct with hfe ; 
to Christian intercourse, to social feehng, to spir- 
itual communioD, to exhortation, to encouragement, 
to high reserves, to holy aspirations, to extended 
benevc^ence, to virtue, and piety and truth. And 
may those who wor^ip here be a spiritual temple, 
a house of God, built upon the foundation of apo^les 
and prophets, Jesus, Christ himself being tite chief 
comer-stone. 
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In ifae Bermon, following the Dedication se^vu^e, in the httler part of 
the day, more particular notice woa taken of the young. A portion of 
thai sermon is herewith published, as eipreHsing views which have an 
ioiportant bearing upon the interests of a Christian church. The text 
waa from Deuteronomy tL 6, 7. 

Christianily should ever 191x1011 tenderly over infancy and 
youth, and the church should send up its prayers and hold out its 
protecting arms to shield them from harm. This day we have 
dedicated this place to the worship of God and the truth of 
Christ: we now dedicate it to the spiritual improvement of the 
young ; to the cultuTe of childhood ; to the best interests of 
those who are yet in the morning of life. 

This is one of the Christian purposes for which we have 
reared these walls. Long may parents rejoice as they see their 
children assemble here. Long may their heaits kindle with new 
hope as they think of the divine principles which their children 
may here acquire. Long may children, in innocent delight, 
gatherunder this roof and learn lessons of wisdom to guide them 
through the after trials of life ; and here may the angels of God, 
as they pass on their errands of mercy, behold immortal spirits 
preparing for heaven ! In the blooming countenance of child- 
hood may they see the expression of truth, and in its sweet 
smile the dawnings of spiritual love. They know that avarice 
and passion and pride will spread their fatal snares. They know 
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Hat peiQs manifold will beset the pilgrim's path; and they 
know too that nothing but Christian truth, like the flaming 
sword of the cherubim at Eden's gate, can adequately protect 
this treasure of (he Lord. To the culture and salvation of child- 
hood we dedicate this place. 

Previous to ilie commencement of ibe sermoD the child of the pastor 
had been presented in baptiBUi.Hud in the discourse aorae remeiks were 
made upon this Christian rite — its antiquity, its naturalaeBs, andspirit- 
tial meaaing. WLo baa not felt the Holeran impreseirenesB of that time 
when parents hring to the sacred oltor their young and ioaocent child, 
and the ordinary services are auapended that the aged and those in die 
varied yeara of life may pray for God's blessing upon the little stranger. 
Such aservice tends to unite the church with tLe lenderegt ties of home 
and to throw a new sanctity over domestic relations. The sermon then 
proceeded as follov^a: 

"While we consecrate this place to the religious interests of 
the young, I would invite, may I not call upon parents to bring 
their infants to the Baptismal Font ? 

A place of worship is made holy by its associations. liCt 
OS associate with this place the best affections of our hearts. 
If a child is spared to grow up to maturity of years, how inter- 
esting will it be to remember that here in infancy it was brought 
by paternal love. If it should be taken away, and be added to 
the spirits of heaven, how ioterestuig would it then be to re- 
member, that while the smile of health was upon its foce, it was 
here offered to God. 

Here is this sanctuaiy and altar. Weave about them all that 
is dearest aad best Thus, and thus only, can this become one 
of the most hallowed and suggestive places to your soul, on 
earth By sanctifying your affections here, your affections will 
sanctify the place. 

And when the infant mind has acquired the power of thought, 
may it receive here good influences for its spiritual growth. With 
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its early questionings, with its budding hopes, with its fiesh 
afiections, let it here come for encouragement and aid. 

We dedicate this place to the Sunday School ; to the teach- 
ers who shall faithfully prepare themselves to instruct ; to the 
children who shall joyfully come to leam. Not with gloom and 
austerity will religion here speak to the youthful mind, but with 
a cheerfulness in harmony with its own nature. May childhood 
here leara to love the Heavenly Father as the being who gives 
ns the music of the wild bird and the beauty of flowers, who 
kindles the stars and causes the golden sun to illumine out path, 
who has endowed us with a power to look abroad through his 
works and appreciate in some measure their grandeur and 
excellence, and who in all his requirements only desires our 
good. Here may the young experience the joy that comes from 
fidelity to duty. Here may they leam to see the supreme 
beauty of holiness. Here may they strengthen their youthful 
souls, and put on the whole armor of God, and become clothed 
as in triple brass to resist every assault of sin, and press forward 
triumphantly in the path of virtue. Here may they imbibe the 
spirit of Jesus. Here may they gain jtist and comprehensive 
views of Christian Truth. Here may they be bom into the 
spiritual life, and from hence may they go forth as the consist- 
ent disciples of Jesus and the faithful witnesses of Gkid. 

In my future labors with this society, I look forward with ilo 
small pleasure to those duties which shall coimect me with and 
bind me to the young. 

» # * • • • « 

And now. Christian Brethren and Friends, on this interesting 
occasion permit me to thank you for all the kindness, which, 
from the beginning, you have never ceased to manifest For 
the cordial manner in which you have constantly co-operated 
to aid in carrying forward every good work. From all our 
inteicourse in the past I feel cooMent that you will ever be 
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ready to unite with me in keeping alive in this place the tnie 
Christian spirit. 

A society is composed of individual members, and its geneial 
character must depend upon the character of those members. 
The more they are governed by true motives and worthy aims, 
the nearer will the church rise to the ideal standard. 

If we would be the servants of the living God and witnesses 
of Christ's truth; if we would see this community enjoying 
fully the blessed influences of Christianity; if we would see 
this society becoming the radiating point from which will flow 
unutterable good, it must be by watchfulness and efibrt and 
prayer. 

There are in this society many acute and discriminating 
minds, and in proportion as the enlightened and thoughtful are 
wilhng to communicate their views and feelings, they will be 
greatly instrumental in extending the principles of the Gospel. 
There are many of our number who have just perceptions of 
duty, who see the divine loveliness of Christian truth and feel 
its power ; there are here an unusual number of young men 
in the vigor and freshness of their faculties, who might be 
the props and pillars of truth. I would urge upon all the mem- 
bers of this society to bring their varied abilities to bear upon 
the great work of religion ; to build up our most holy faith, 
and extend, as far as possible, its Christian influence. 

May no feelings ever be cherished among us but those of 
mutual afection. May we walk together in perpetual love, 
slrengthening and encouraging each other, and rejoicing in each 
Other's welfare. There are great truths and principles which 
make us one. May the awakening of spbitual life, and the 
joys proceeding from such a life, prove to us a never-failing 
source of good. 

And in aU our labors may we never forget to seek fiiBt the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness. May we seek those 
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blessings which come in answer to prayer, opening oui souls to 
influences from on high. Thus shall the leaHties of the spirit' 
ual world shine forth before us like tlie splendor of heaven. 

The truths which are precious to us, we hold, because we 
consider them the truths of God, to establish which, Jesus suf- 
fered and died. The story of his life, his death and his resur- 
rection, with the commands and principles he uttered, are tho 
ground- work of our faith. 

While we hold as dear to us these scriptural views, we 
may cherish the sinceiest love towards those from whom we 
differ. They may see that we value these truths as we value 
our Ufe. That to us they are the very glory of Christianity, 
bringing joy to the heart and salvation to the soul, and yet that 
we can extend to those of other views the most cordial Christian 
affection. Let us strive to rise always above every improper 
feehng, and to do all things from a love of truth and devotion to 
tight. Let us strive in all things to act as the consistent follow- 
ers of Jesus, and to live like the children of God. 

Begard with delight every edbrt made to extend a quickening 
faith. Make known your spiritual wants. Gather around the 
table of the Lord to partake the memorials of a Saviour's dying 
love. Cherish among yourselves the moat perfect harmony; 
and may the choicest favors of Almighty God descend upon 
this sanctuary, to lead us here, by the word of his grace, and 
finally to give us an eternal inheritance among his saints above. 
And may the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his son Christ Jesus, forever and ever. Amen. 



cmizedbvGoOQlc 



,,Goa 



cmizedbvGoOQlc 



■illlll 



c|,l,zedf,G00Qlc 



r 



zedbvGoOQic 



cmizedbvGoOQlc 



